
           
PURSUANT TO A.R.S. §38-431.01, THE GILA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WILL HOLD AN OPEN
MEETING AT THE GILA COUNTY COURTHOUSE, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ HEARING ROOM, 1400
EAST ASH STREET, GLOBE, ARIZONA. ONE OR MORE BOARD MEMBERS MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE
MEETING BY TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL OR BY INTERACTIVE TELEVISION VIDEO (ITV). ANY
MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA ITV WHICH IS HELD AT
THE GILA COUNTY COMPLEX, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ CONFERENCE ROOM, 610 E. HIGHWAY
260, PAYSON, ARIZONA. THE AGENDA IS AS FOLLOWS:

WORK SESSION - TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2019 - 10:00 A.M.
             
1. CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

2. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS:  
 

A.   Information/Discussion regarding the Forest Service 203 Road
located in the Sierra Ancha Wilderness and its scheduled closing
per the Tonto National Forest Travel Management Plan.  (Woody
Cline)

 

3. CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  A call to the public is held for
public benefit to allow individuals to address the Board of
Supervisors on any issue within the jurisdiction of the
Board of Supervisors. Board members may not discuss
items that are not specifically identified on the agenda.
Therefore, pursuant to Arizona Revised Statute
§38-431.01(H), at the conclusion of an open call to the
public, individual members of the Board of Supervisors may
respond to criticism made by those who have addressed the
Board, may ask staff to review a matter or may ask that a
matter be put on a future agenda for further discussion and
decision at a future date.

 

 

4. At any time during this meeting pursuant to A.R.S.
§38-431.02(K), members of the Board of Supervisors and
the County Manager may present a brief summary of
current events.  No action may be taken on information
presented.

 

 

IF SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS ARE NEEDED, PLEASE CONTACT



IF SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS ARE NEEDED, PLEASE CONTACT
THE RECEPTIONIST AT (928) 425-3231 AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE TO
ARRANGE THE ACCOMMODATIONS. FOR TTY, PLEASE DIAL 7-1-1
TO REACH THE ARIZONA RELAY SERVICE AND ASK THE
OPERATOR TO CONNECT YOU TO (928) 425-3231.

THE BOARD MAY VOTE TO HOLD AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR
THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING LEGAL ADVICE FROM THE BOARD’S
ATTORNEY ON ANY MATTER LISTED ON THE AGENDA PURSUANT
TO A.R.S. §38-431.03(A)(3).

THE ORDER OR DELETION OF ANY ITEM ON THIS AGENDA IS
SUBJECT TO MODIFICATION AT THE MEETING.



   
ARF-5768       2. A.     
Work Session
Meeting Date: 12/10/2019  
Submitted For: Woody Cline, Member, Board of Supervisors 
Submitted By: Cathy Melvin, Executive Assistant
Department: Board of Supervisors-District 3

Information
Request/Subject
Discussion regarding the Forest Service 203 Road located in the Sierra
Ancha Wilderness.  The road is scheduled to be closed pursuant to the
Tonto National Forest Travel Management Plan.  The reopening of this
road may require Congressional Action.

Background Information
The Forest Service 203 Road provides the only motorized roadway access
to many historic, privately-owned, occupied homesteads entering the area
from Hwy 288, a few miles from the Salt River Diversion and north at
Board Tree Saddle.  It is also a public roadway used for motorized travel
by thousands of visitors seeking to explore the Sierra Ancha Wilderness
and surrounding area, such as hunters, hikers, wildland firefighters, first
responders, OHV enthusiasts, livestock grazing permittees and families
who live in Young and surrounding communities.

According to the legal description and map submitted to Congress in
1965, several sections of Forest Road 203 are well within the boundary of
the Sierra Ancha Wilderness and there are no administrative use needs
associated with this road.  Without a legislated boundary adjustment, the
Forest Service is legally required to decommission this road to comply
with the Wilderness Act and can no longer provide any motorized use
where it is within the Wilderness Boundary.

In a letter dated April 10, 2016 to Senator John McCain from Neil
Bosworth, Tonto National Forest Supervisor, "There are 10.5 miles of
Forest Road 203 inside and 30.2 miles outside the Sierra Ancha
Wilderness.  If Forest Road 203 did not intersect the Sierra Ancha
Wilderness, the Forest Service would designate Forest Road 203, in its
entirety, as a motorized trail open to all motor vehicles."

Because the 10.5 miles in question lies within the Sierra Ancha



Wilderness, the Tonto National Forest is legally required to comply with
the Wilderness Act.

In the Travel Management on the Tonto National Forest Draft Record of
Decision, Implementation Section, page 33, dated October 2019 it states:

"Forest Service Road 203, also known as Cherry Creek Road, will be
closed to all motor vehicle use until such time as this route is no longer
within the designated boundary of the Sierra Ancha
Wilderness. When this route is no longer within the Wilderness Area
or as otherwise authorized by Congressional Action, it will be opened
and designated as a full-sized motorized trail.  The effects of both of
these actions have been described in chapter 2 and analyzed by
resource area in chapter 3 in the final environmental impact statement."

Evaluation
It would be beneficial for the Board of Supervisors to hear from various
interested parties and groups regarding the future or possible permanent
closure of 10.5 miles of Forest Road 203.  In addition it would be
beneficial to discuss the possibility of legislative action to correct the
Wilderness Boundary to allow all of Forest Road 203 to be designated a
motorized trail open to all motorized vehicles.

Conclusion
N/A

Recommendation
N/A

Suggested Motion
Information/Discussion regarding the Forest Service 203 Road located in the
Sierra Ancha Wilderness and its scheduled closing per the Tonto National Forest
Travel Management Plan.  (Woody Cline)

Attachments
TNF Travel Management Plan
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