
           
PURSUANT TO A.R.S. SECTION 38-431.01, THE GILA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WILL HOLD AN OPEN MEETING IN
THE SUPERVISORS’ AUDITORIUM, 1400 EAST ASH STREET, GLOBE, ARIZONA. ONE OR MORE BOARD MEMBERS MAY
PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING BY TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL OR BY INTERACTIVE TELEVISION VIDEO (ITV). ANY
MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA ITV WHICH IS HELD AT 610 E. HIGHWAY 260,
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ CONFERENCE ROOM, PAYSON, ARIZONA. THE AGENDA IS AS FOLLOWS:

WORK SESSION - TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2014 - 10:00 A.M.
           

1 CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

2 REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS:  
 

A Information/Discussion regarding a proposed revised fee schedule for the
Assessor's Office.  (Lisa Romo)

 

B Information/Discussion regarding acquiring property for a new animal shelter.  
(Michael O'Driscoll)

 

C Information/Discussion/Action to consider issuing official comments from the
Board of Supervisors to the Tonto National Forest regarding the Resolution
Baseline Hydrological and Geotechnical Data Gathering Activities Plan.
(Jacque Griffin)

 

3 CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  Call to the Public is held for public benefit to allow
individuals to address the Board of Supervisors on any issue within the
jurisdiction of the Board of Supervisors. Board members may not discuss
items that are not specifically identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to
Arizona Revised Statute §38-431.01(H), at the conclusion of an open call to the
public, individual members of the Board of Supervisors may respond to
criticism made by those who have addressed the Board, may ask staff to
review a matter or may ask that a matter be put on a future agenda for
further discussion and decision at a future date.

 

 

IF SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS ARE NEEDED, PLEASE CONTACT THE RECEPTIONIST AT (928) 425-3231 AS EARLY AS
POSSIBLE TO ARRANGE THE ACCOMMODATIONS. FOR TTY, PLEASE DIAL 7-1-1 TO REACH THE ARIZONA RELAY SERVICE
AND ASK THE OPERATOR TO CONNECT YOU TO (928) 425-3231.

THE BOARD MAY VOTE TO HOLD AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING LEGAL ADVICE FROM THE
BOARD’S ATTORNEY ON ANY MATTER LISTED ON THE AGENDA PURSUANT TO A.R.S. SECTION 38-431.03(A)((3).

THE ORDER OR DELETION OF ANY ITEM ON THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO MODIFICATION AT THE MEETING.
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Work Session
Meeting Date: 06/10/2014  

Submitted For: Deborah Hughes, Assessor Submitted By: Lisa Romo,
Chief Deputy
Assessor,
Assessor's
Office

Department: Assessor's Office
Fiscal Year: 2015 Budgeted?: Yes

Contract Dates
Begin & End: 

Upon Approval Grant?: No

Matching
Requirement?: 

No Fund?: Replacement

Information
Request/Subject
Assessor's Office Proposed Fee Schedule Increase. 

Background Information
This work session will discuss the nature of data requests received by the department
and their impact on office resources. 

Evaluation
A comparison of fees charged by other Assessor's Offices within Arizona indicates the
need to increase fees. 

Conclusion
The Assessor's Office may charge fees for certain services as outlined under Arizona
Revised Statutes ARS11-251.08 and ARS39-121.03. As required, the Assessor
requests that the Board schedule a public hearing to obtain public comments related
to this matter. 

Recommendation
It is the recommendation of the Assessor that, after the work session concludes and if
the Board of Supervisors is in agreement, a public hearing is to be scheduled on a
future Board agenda in order to adopt a revised fee schedule for the Assessor's Office.

Suggested Motion
Information/Discussion regarding a proposed revised fee schedule for the Assessor's
Office.  (Lisa Romo)
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Work Session
Meeting Date: 06/10/2014  

Submitted For: Michael O'Driscoll, Health &
Emergency Services Division Director

Submitted By: Michael O'Driscoll
Health &
Emergency
Services Division
Director
Health &
Emergency
Services Division

Department: Health & Emergency Services Division Division: Health Services
Fiscal Year: 2015 Budgeted?: No

Contract Dates
Begin & End: 

TBD Grant?: No

Matching
Requirement?: 

No Fund?: New

Information
Request/Subject
Discussion of a potential site for new Gila County animal shelter and options with the
City of Globe for acquiring the necessary land for project. 

Background Information
Currently, Gila County operates an animal shelter in Globe located next to the
cemetery that is owned by the City of Globe. The property is owned by the City of
Globe and the building of which the County operates is owned by the Humane
Society. Gila County pays rent to the Humane Society for use of the building.  The
building is dilapidated and has several structural deficiencies.

In 2013, the City of Globe Manager notified the Director of the Gila County Health and
Emergency Services Division that it will be necessary for Gila County to vacate the
property in the near future for expansion to their cemetery.

Evaluation
The property is adjacent to the City of Globe Public Works yard. The County is looking



The property is adjacent to the City of Globe Public Works yard. The County is looking
at 2 acres that will be jointly held in the name of the City and County so that there
will not be any questions by future Councils or Boards. The current left field fence on
one of the baseball fields will be removed as well as one of the lights in order to
accommodate a road. The County will have to do the excavation of the property and
the City will be responsible for running water and sewer to the property and, at that
point, the County would consider everything to be even. In discussions between the
County Manager and the Public Works Division Director, it was acknowledged that
because the City does not have any capital to put into the structure, it was agreed that
the Board could consider having the County pay for the building and the City could
pay back the County their 50% over a period of years. This will allow the County to
move forward with the project.

Conclusion
This two acre piece of property would provide Gila County with enough space to build
a new animal shelter and provide a strong collaboration with the City of Globe.

Serious consideration should be given to acquire this piece of property so a new
animal control facility can be planned for and built. 

Recommendation
Based on the information supplied by the Public Works Division Director, the Health
and Emergency Services Division Director recommends that the Board of Supervisors
consider the acquisition of this property as the first step in the process of building a
new animal shelter. 

Suggested Motion
Information/Discussion regarding acquiring property for a new animal shelter.  
(Michael O'Driscoll)
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Work Session
Meeting Date: 06/10/2014  

Submitted For: Jacque Griffin, Asst. County
Manager/Librarian

Submitted By: Jacque Griffin, Asst.
County
Manager/Librarian,
Asst County
Manager/Library
District

Department: Asst County Manager/Library District Division: Administrative Services

Information
Request/Subject
Provide comment on a proposed Plan of Operations for the Resolution Baseline
Hydrological and Geotechnical Data Gathering Activities

Background Information
The Tonto National Forest has opened a comment period regarding a proposed Plan of
Operations (Plan) for the Resolution Baseline Hydrological and Geotechnical Data
Gathering Activities Submitted by Resolution Copper Mining, LLC (Resolution). The
project is proposed on lands within the Tonto National Forest on the Mesa and Globe
Ranger Districts in Pinal County. This project is approximately six miles north and
west of the town of Superior, and is located north of the Hewitt Station Road in the
Superstition foothills.

Resolution proposes to conduct baseline hydrologic, geochemical, and geotechnical
data in order to provide baseline information on these aspects of the environment over
an area being considered for a potential tailings storage site related to Resolution’s
proposed General Plan of Operations. Resolution is entitled to conduct operations that
are reasonably incidental to exploration and development of mineral deposits on its
unpatented mining claims pursuant to U.S. Mining Laws.

The total project area proposed for the Baseline Activities, including new construction
activity, road improvements, use of short term temporary access roads and existing
road surfaces is approximately 93 acres. Proposed new construction disturbance
would occur on a total of 31.74 acres, all Tonto Forest land.

Tonto National Forest has determined that an Environmental Analysis (EA) is the
appropriate level of analysis for this proposed plan. This EA will identify the activities
in the proposal as the “proposed action,” and identify alternatives in response to
issues that may be identified during the NEPA scoping process. The Tonto Forest is
initiating scoping efforts to identify  those issues and questions to be considered in
the evaluation.

Comments should be within scope of the proposed action, have a direct relationship
to the proposed action, and include supporting reasons for the Responsible Official to
consider. Comments are due by 4:30 pm, on Monday, June 23, 2014.
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Jacque Griffin, Asst.
County
Manager/Librarian,
Asst County
Manager/Library
District
Administrative Services



Evaluation
Resolution Copper has spent the past ten years and several million dollars developing
plans to access the additional copper ore body that was discovered in 1996. The
economic benefit to the local area as well as to Arizona will continue for at least
another 50 years.  The next phases of environmental studies, construction, operation
and reclamation, will create an estimated economic benefit of $20 billion in federal,
state and local tax revenue, more than $14 billion in wages, and a total economic
impact of more than $61 billion over its 60 year lifespan.

As part of the engineering and environmental phase, this proposed action gathers data
on the future potential tailings storage site. Resolution has been engaged in ongoing
discussions with local private land owners, and the proposed location addresses the
local residents’ concerns and issues

Conclusion
Resolution Copper will have an economic benefit to Gila County, and as such, Gila
County has a special interest in this proposal.  Providing comments to this scoping
phase of the Environmental Assessment will be considered part of the public record of
this analysis by the Tonto Forest as it moves forward in this project, and will ensure
that Gila County is kept informed as the process continues.

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Board of Supervisors issue official comments on the
Resolution Baseline Hydrological and Geotechnical Data gathering Activities.

Suggested Motion
Information/Discussion/Action to consider issuing official comments from the Board
of Supervisors to the Tonto National Forest regarding the Resolution Baseline
Hydrological and Geotechnical Data Gathering Activities Plan.
(Jacque Griffin)

Attachments
Comment Letter Resolution Data Gathering Plan
Scoping Letter Tonto Forest Resolution Data Gathering Plan



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
June 10, 2014 
 
 
Mr. Neil Bosworth, Forest Supervisor 
Tonto National Forest 
2324 East Mc Dowell Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85006 
 
File Code: 1950/2810 
 
Re: Gila County Comments in response to scoping letter regarding Resolution Baseline 
Hydrological and Geotechnical Data Gathering Activities 
 
Dear Forest Supervisor Bosworth, 
 
In response to the request for public comment regarding the proposed Plan of Operations 
(Plan) for the Resolution Baseline Hydrological and Geotechnical Data Gathering Activities, 
the Gila County Board of Supervisors would like to provide the following comments. 
Although not located with the geographic boundaries of Gila County, Resolution Copper 
has and will continue to create an economic benefit to Gila County, and as such, Gila 
County has a special interest in this proposal.  We are a rural county with a population of 
53,144, of which 12% are unemployed and 21% are living at or below 200% of the federal 
poverty level.    
 
Within this project, the proposed new construction would create disturbance on a total of 
31.74 acres of previously undisturbed Tonto Forest Land, while the majority of the proposal 
would impact another 61.24 acres of previously disturbed land or existing roadways.  Given 
that the Tonto Forest is comprised of nearly three million acres, this represents an 
incredibly small amount of impacted land, for the return benefit of gathering the baseline 
data necessary to advance this project to the next stage.  

Resolution is entitled to conduct operations that are reasonably incidental to exploration 
and development of mineral deposits on its unpatented mining claims pursuant to U.S. 
Mining Laws. In addition, we believe that this proposed Plan of Activities is consistent with 
the Tonto National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP) of 1985 as 
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amended, and that the mineral exploration, development and operational activities as 
outlined in this proposed plan will be conducted in a manner that minimizes adverse 
environmental impact on the Tonto Nation Forest surface resources as codified in 36 CFR 
Part 28.  

As part of the engineering and environmental phase, this proposed action gathers data on 
the future potential tailings storage site. Resolution Copper, LLC has been engaged in 
ongoing discussions with local private land owners, and the proposed location addresses 
the local residents’ concerns and issues. After reviewing the  
 
Resolution Copper has spent the past ten years and several million dollars developing plans 
to access the additional copper ore body that was discovered in 1996. The economic 
benefit to the local area as well as to Arizona will continue for at least another 50 years  
with an estimated economic benefit of more than $61 billion over the expected 60 year 
lifespan of the operation, including an estimated $20 billion in federal, state and local tax 
revenue and more than $14 billion in wages. 

In Gila County, we recognize and understand the importance of protecting our natural 
resources while providing opportunities and access to those whose livelihoods depend on 
resources located on federal land as well as access for multiple use, multi-cultural 
activities, and multi-recreational opportunities to the public.   Historically, our economy 
and our residents have depended heavily upon resource-based industries and, more 
recently, upon recreation opportunities on federal land.   We appreciate that we must take 
care of the land, but we need to be able to use the land to take care of ourselves.   
 
The Gila County Board of Supervisors thanks you for the opportunity to comment and 
requests to be kept informed and included in the process as this analysis continues. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
 
 
________________________________________  ____________________ 
Michael Pastor 
Chairman       Date 
Gila County Board of Supervisors 
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