
Regional Transportation Plan 
Presented by 
Andy Smith 

 



AGENDA 
 THE BEGINNING 
 THE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 YOUR QUESTIONS 
 THE NEXT STEPS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 In December of 2011 CAG contracted with a Consulting firm to conduct a regional transportation plan.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As many of you may remember there was quite a lot of chatter about new & expanding metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs)….



BEGINNING 
 PHASE I 

 Assessment of existing plans 
 Desired needs 
 Policies & Strategies 

 PHASE II A 
 Refinement of scope of work – Phase II 
 Identify Future Base Transportation Network  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
December 2011 – June 2012: Phase I Work Program, which essentially consisted of:
Project Work Plan
Project Management Plan
Public Participation Plan
Values, Goals & Objectives
Existing & Planned Conditions
MPO Research

Then the project went on hold due to the MPO issue.  In October 2012 we were authorized to proceed with the Phase II, Part A work program, which essentially consisted of extensive coordination with member agencies, ADOT, and MAG to develop model inputs.  The definition of the socioeconomic data (pop and employment) was primarily complete by July 2013, though  we continued to work with some municipalities (Casa Grande and Maricopa) on adjustments to the spatial allocation of their municipalities’ control totals to the transportation analysis zones.
In June 2013, we were initially authorized to proceed with the Phase II, Part B work program, but then we entered into discussions with CAG (you and Ken) about scaling back the scope of work.  During the period between June 2013 and February 2014 (while we worked on re-scoping the Phase II B work program) we continued to work with ADOT on development and calibration of the CAG focus area model, including:
Recoding of the existing and 2040 base networks
Redefinition and coding of the new TAZ structure 
Conversion of TAZ population and employment into ADOT model format, and calculation of other model inputs (such as HH income distribution)
The final Phase II, Part B scope of work was authorized in February 2014. Between February and September 2014, we accomplished the following efforts:
Finalizing the CAG focus area model platform
Documentation of model calibration
Research on the performance of the CAG focus area model relative to the MAG model for Pinal County (in support of the N/S Corridor planning efforts)
Development and evaluation of five improvement scenarios (A-E)
Coordination with TTAC to define the recommended 2040 network
Deficiency analysis of the 2020 and 2030 conditions to define near-term and mid-term improvements
Preparation of several elements of the RTP (overview, existing and future baseline conditions, aviation, access management, safety, freight)




BEGINNING 

 PHASE II B 
 Evaluation of preferred Future Base Transportation 

Network 
 Five alternative networks/plus a no-build 
 Recommendations for CAG Region (pre 2013) 

 2020, 2030 & 240 

 Regional Transportation Plan document 
 

 



Recommended Implementation 
Years  

2020 Near-term 
2030 Mid-term 
2040 Long-term 



Near-Term Implementation Needs 
(Year 2020) 

 Near-Term Project Priorities  
1. US-60 (Gold Canyon) Re-route 

o Construct new 4-lane access controlled facility 

2. SR-347  
o Widen to 6 lanes north of Maricopa Casa Grande Highway  

3. Hunt Highway 
o Widen to 6 lanes north of Arizona Farms Road 

4. SR-287 (Florence-Coolidge Highway) 
o Widen to 6 lanes between SR-87 and  Adamsville Road 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now I would like to provide just some highlights of the recommendations  (read from slide)



Mid-Term Implementation Needs 
(Year 2030) 
 Mid-term Project Priorities 

1. US-60 
o Widen to 6 lanes between Signal Butte Road and Mountain View Road 

2. Ironwood Drive 
o Widen to 6 lanes between Germann Road and Bella Vista Road 

3. Hunt Highway 
o Widen to 6 lanes between Arizona Farms Road and Attaway Road 

4. Attaway Road 
o Widen to 4 lanes between Hunt Highway and SR-287 

5. SR-87 
o Widen to 4 lanes north of Sacaton Road and between SR-387 and SR-287 

6. SR-287 
o Widen to 4 lanes between Adamsville Road and SR-79 

7. White & Parker Road 
o Widen to 4 lanes between Smith-Enke Road and Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway 

8. Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway 
o Widen to 6 lanes between SR-347 and Val Vista Road 

 



Recommended Scenario:  
2040 Network 

Increased Roadway Capacity on 
Existing Major Roadways 
New Freeways/High Capacity 
Roadways 

SR-87/SR-260 (Payson) 
US-60 re-route (Gold Canyon) 
SR-24 
North-south corridor 

New arterial connectivity to high 
capacity roadways 
Interim connectivity between 
SR-24, N/S Corridor and US-60 

N/S Corridor and SR-24 as a 
continuous corridor in Year 2040 
Illustrative N/S Corridor between 
SR-24 and US-60 
Illustrative SR-24 Corridor between 
N/S Corridor and US-60 



Other Elements of Regional 
Transportation Plan 
 Aviation 

 Recommendation to create a Regional Aviation System 
Plan (RASP) 

 Non-Motorized 
 Trails 
 State Highway Bicycle Facilities 

 Policy recommendations 
 Roadway Cross-Section for Freeway/Expressway, 

Parkway, Principle Arterial, & Minor Arterial 
 Complete Streets policy 

 Following adopted General and Comprehensive Plans 
 

 
 



Questions 



NEXT STEPS 
 NEXT STEPS: 
 October 2014 

 Outreach  
 Apache Junction Council, Coolidge Council, Gila & Pinal 

County BOS, and SCMPO Executive Board presentations 
 November 2014 

 Outreach to Ak-Chin Indian Community 
 TTAC Adoption - Final RTP 
 Management Committee Adoption Final RTP 

 December 2014 
 Regional Council Adoption of Final RTP 

 



THANK YOU!! 
 

Andy Smith 
Transportation Planning Manager 

(480) 474-9300 
asmith@cagaz.org 
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