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48-2001.01. Merger of sanitary districts; hearing; election; joint meeting; resolution
A. For any two or more sanitary districts that are proposed to merge, the county
board of supervisors shall hold a hearing on the proposed merger if either of the
following applies:

1. The county board of supervisors has received a petition containing the signatures
of at least twenty-five per cent of the qualified electors in each of the affected districts
and proposing the merger of the sanitary districts. The county board of supervisors
shall verify the petitions in the same manner provided in section 48-903 and shall
hold a public hearing on the merger at a time and place determined by the county
board of supervisors.

2. The board of directors of each of the affected sanitary districts has adopted by a
two-thirds vote a resolution requesting the merger of the districts and each has filed
that resolution with the county board of supervisors. On receipt of the resolutions, the
county board of supervisors shall hold a public hearing on the merger at a time and
place determined by the county board of supervisors.

B. The petition or resolutions shall contain the name and a description of the
boundaries of the proposed district and a detailed, accurate map of the area to be
included in the district and shall specify that the proposed district will be administered
by a district board. No new territory may be included as a result of the merger, but
the merged district may thereafter expand as provided in this chapter.

C. If the proposed district is located in more than one county, the petition or
resolutions shall be submitted to the board of supervisors of the county in which the
majority of the assessed valuation of the proposed merged district is located. The
boards of supervisors of any other counties in which the affected districts are located
shall provide information and assistance to the responsible board of supervisors.

D. If the county board of supervisors determines after a public hearing that the
proposed merger would serve the public convenience, welfare or necessity, the county
board of supervisors shall call an election for a vote of the public on the question of
the merger of the sanitary districts. The board of supervisors shall not call an election
to merge sanitary districts more frequently than once every two years. The order shall
not be entered until the petitioners or the boards of directors of the sanitary districts
have deposited with the board of supervisors sufficient monies, not exceeding one
thousand dollars, to defray the expense of the election. These monies shall be paid
out on the order of the board of supervisors. If the sanitary districts are merged, the
depositors of these monies shall be reimbursed from the merged sanitary districts'
monies. Whether or not the districts are merged, the sanitary districts shall reimburse
the county for the expenses of the election.

E. For any election called pursuant to this section, the words appearing on the ballot
shall be "(insert sanitary districts' names) merge as a sanitary district -- yes" and
"(insert sanitary districts' names) merge as a sanitary district -- no".

F. Within fourteen days after the election, the board of supervisors shall meet and
canvass the returns, and if it is determined that a majority of the votes cast at the
election in each of the affected districts is in favor of merging the sanitary districts,
the board shall enter that fact on its minutes.

G. If the proposal for merger is approved as provided in subsection F of this section,
the governing body of the affected district with the largest population shall call a joint
meeting of the governing bodies of the affected districts. At the joint meeting, a
majority of the members of the governing body of each affected district constitutes a
quorum for the transaction of business. The members of the governing bodies of both
districts shall appoint a total of at least five persons from all of those currently serving
on the governing bodies of both of the districts, each of whom shall complete their
regular terms of offices, except that no more than a simple majority of the persons
appointed may serve terms that end in the same year. No more than a simple
majority may be appointed from the same sanitary district board, and the majority of
the merged board shall be filled by board members from the district that has the
greater number of customers. The appointed board shall immediately meet and
organize itself and elect from among its members a chairperson. The appointed board
by resolution shall declare the districts merged and each affected district joined. The
resolution and the names of the newly organized board members shall be sent to the
county board of supervisors within thirty days after organization and a certified copy
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of the resolution and the legal description of the merged district shall be recorded in
each county in which the district exists and sent to the director of the Arizona state
retirement system, if either district was an Arizona state retirement system employer
before the merger. From the date of the recording of the resolution of merger and
legal description of the district by the appointed board, the merger is complete. The
merged district shall assume any debt of each of the affected sanitary districts.
Subsequent terms of office for district board members shall be filled by election of
board members who shall be qualified electors from the merged district.

H. Section 48-262 does not apply to a merger of sanitary districts under this section.
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